Historical and theoretical introduction

Via Flaminia cuts through Umbria in its whole lenght, setting the cadence to its territory with the signs of a past rich with civilisations and history, of landscapes, people and everlasting marks.

It was one of the several strade consolari that stretched from Rome to the remotest parts of the empire.

The route started from the Serviane Walls, and proceeded towards Ponte Milvio. From here, it drove turough the Tevere valley, crossing Umbria in Narnia (Narni), and it then split into two byways. One of them would pass through Carsulae, Acquasparta, Massa Martana, Mevania (Bevagna) and Forum Flaminii (nearby Foligno); the second one would go through Spoletium (Spoleto), and it then reconnected with the other in Foligno. The consolari street would then run next to Nuceria (Nocera Umbra), Tadinum (Gualdo Tadino), Helvillum (Fossato di Vico), it crossed the Appennini mountains through the pass of the Scheggia (m. 632) and the Forulum tunnel (Furlo). Then it ran along the Metauro valley, through Luceolis (Cantiano), the vicus Cale (Cagli), the mutatio ad intercisa, Forum Sempronii (Fossombrone), the mutatio ad octavo  (nearby Calcinelli) down  to Fanum Fortunae (Fano).

From here it reached Pisaurum (today's Pesaro) and only later, in 187 b.C., it was extended until Ariminum (Rimini). And this is the complete itinerary of Via Flaminia.

Although, in the beginning, they served a military function, roman streets did not simply bring along soldiers, blood and death. On the contrary, they spread civilisation, allowed the passage of goods and merchants, along with common people and messengers, fostering interrelations and cultural exchanges. They formed, in other words, a network of relations that was to play a crucial role in the human development of the time.

These routes, in imperial times, where developed especially to ensure an efficient postal service and a fast mobility of messengers. To this purpose, there were regular stations where to replace the horses (mutationes) and hostels where to spend the night (mansiones), where anyone was allowed.

The word mansio comes from the verb manere, to stay, and refers to a utility structure of the road system (cursus publicus)  formed by men, animals and buildings. Often, next to these structures grew private activities.

The  mutatio  was an intermediate station where it was possible to replace the animals and find some food and shelter. Painted on the inner walls, you could find proper road maps, called  itineraria picta, which showed the different post houses in relation to the itinerary, the towns, the distances and all the main routes. It was then possibile to know exactly which one was going to be the next post and what you could have found there. (No traces of these maps are left, it yet exists a copy of exceptional importance, from medieval times, calledTabula Peutingeriana, that gives us an idea of the way they were structured and of the Roman geographical expertise.

Mutationes e mansiones were essential for the functioning of the service. They were organised with rooms for accomodation, stables and storerooms. Very often, they had thermal centres and, as it still happens, also in Roman times those stations became frequently the spore from which villages or even towns would grow.

The Roman system of roads represents, integrated with the naval transport network, one of the essential structural elements through which the Roman state has imposed itself, in the first place, and then exerted its dominion on peoples and land for at least ten centuries. In the meantime Roman civilisation, thanks to the streets, absorbed, welded and trasformed the farthest and most various contributions and the cultural, economic inflows that would ultimately confer the universal dimension that allowed it not to extinguish and reach us.

Compared to the experiences of other civilisations, a more powerful process of abstraction stands behind the construction of Roman streets. The territory is deprived of its natural condition and de-contextualised. The milestone marks clearly, once and for all, the point within the space, thus articulating the time too. Immense territories assume in this way, for the first time, neat outlines, permanent military and economic points of reference and travel times. Political, military, economic and administrative activities can therefore embrace and innervate them with hitherto unknown ranges of prevision and planning.

Roman routes were then marked by stations, and still in the following centuries, travellers who came to Italy (let's think about the 18th century Grand Tour), got to Rome through the routes of the strade consolari, and respected the travel times of their Roman predecessors. There had not been any relevant innovation in the transport system, except for the invention of the shock-absorbers, which made the journey more confortable.

It is right from the charm of such travelling organisation based on precise points, and from these road maps that you found in the stations, which listed and described the following posts, that the project Stazioni di Posta originates. It is a project on archeology, but also on travel, on via Flaminia, and on the discoveries that you can find when you go through it.

